
The Incredible Hulk: A Character Reborn in
the Visionary Hands of Roger Stern
The Pre-Stern Era: A Character in Search of Identity

Before Roger Stern took the reins of The Incredible Hulk, the character had
undergone a tumultuous journey. Created by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby in
1962, the Hulk initially possessed a somewhat simplistic duality,
transforming from scientist Bruce Banner into the rampaging monster at
sunset. While Lee and Kirby's creation laid the groundwork for the
character's enduring legacy, the Hulk's motivations and inner conflicts
remained relatively unexplored.

Over the years, various writers attempted to expand upon the Hulk's
persona, but their efforts often resulted in inconsistent characterizations. As
a result, the Hulk became a creature of brute force without a clear purpose
or emotional depth.
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In 1981, Roger Stern embarked on his transformative run on The Incredible
Hulk. Stern recognized the untapped potential within the character, seeing
beyond the surface of the monstrous exterior to the tormented soul
beneath. His writing delved into the psychological complexities of Bruce
Banner and the Hulk, creating a narrative that resonated deeply with
readers.

Stern's Hulk was not merely a mindless beast; he was a tragic figure,
wrestling with conflicting emotions and a desperate need for acceptance.
The writer humanized the Hulk, making him relatable and sympathetic
despite his monstrous appearance.

Key Themes of Stern's Run

Several key themes permeated Roger Stern's run on The Incredible Hulk,
each contributing to the character's profound transformation:

1. The Struggle for Identity: Stern's Hulk grappled with a constant crisis
of identity, torn between his human intellect and his monstrous
persona. He longed to be accepted for who he was, but society's fear
and rejection made that impossible.

2. The Search for Inner Peace: Despite his tremendous power, the Hulk
yearned for inner peace and tranquility. Stern explored the character's
desire to reconcile his different aspects and find a place where he
could belong.

3. The Battle Against Prejudice: The Incredible Hulk faced prejudice
and discrimination wherever he went. Stern used this as a powerful
allegory for the real-world struggles faced by marginalized groups,
highlighting the devastating impact of fear and ignorance.



4. The Power of Forgiveness and Redemption: Despite the horrors
inflicted upon the Hulk, Stern's writing emphasized the possibility of
forgiveness and redemption. The character's journey towards
acceptance and reconciliation became a beacon of hope for those
seeking to overcome their own demons.

Memorable Characters and Storylines

During his run on The Incredible Hulk, Roger Stern introduced a host of
memorable characters and crafted compelling storylines that expanded the
mythology of the character:

Rick Jones: The Hulk's loyal companion and confidant, Rick Jones
played a pivotal role in Stern's stories, providing a human perspective
on the Hulk's struggles.

Betty Ross: Bruce Banner's love interest, Betty Ross was torn
between her feelings for Banner and her fear of the Hulk. Stern's
exploration of their complex relationship added emotional depth to the
narrative.

The Leader: A brilliant scientist driven to madness by gamma
radiation, the Leader became one of the Hulk's most formidable foes.
Stern's depiction of the character emphasized the disastrous
consequences of unchecked ambition.

The Pantheon: A group of ancient beings who possessed the ability to
manipulate cosmic forces, the Pantheon played a pivotal role in Stern's
epic storyline, "The Evolutionary War." This storyline challenged the
Hulk's beliefs and tested his limits.

Legacy and Impact



Roger Stern's run on The Incredible Hulk concluded in 1984, but his impact
on the character and the comic book industry as a whole remains profound.
His poignant exploration of the human condition within a monstrous exterior
set a new standard for superhero storytelling.

Stern's writing helped to redefine the Incredible Hulk as a complex and
sympathetic figure, earning him widespread acclaim from critics and
readers alike. His contributions to the character's mythology and the
development of supporting cast members continue to shape the Hulk's
narrative to this day.

The Incredible Hulk's journey under the stewardship of Roger Stern is a
testament to the transformative power of storytelling. Stern breathed new
life into the character, crafting a narrative that explored the depths of
human emotion and the struggle for acceptance. His writing not only
entertained readers but also challenged them to confront their own fears
and prejudices.

Roger Stern's run on The Incredible Hulk remains a shining example of
how a beloved comic book character can be reinvented while staying true
to its essence. His contributions to the Hulk's legacy have ensured that the
character continues to resonate with audiences worldwide, inspiring
empathy, understanding, and the enduring hope for redemption and inner
peace.
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