Where The Wild Cherries Grow: A Literary
Exploration of Nature, Memory, and Loss

Where The Wild Cherries Grow is a short story by Wendell Berry that
explores the themes of nature, memory, and loss. The story is set in the
fictional town of Port William, Kentucky, and follows the protagonist, Mat
Feltner, as he returns to his childhood home after many years away. As Mat
walks through the familiar woods and fields, he is reminded of the happy
memories he shared with his family and friends. However, he is also
haunted by the memories of those who have died, including his father and

brother.
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Nature and Memory

Nature plays a significant role in Where The Wild Cherries Grow. The
natural world is a source of both beauty and sorrow for Mat. On the one
hand, he finds solace in the familiar sights and sounds of the woods. He
remembers playing in the creek with his brother, and he recalls the smell of
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the wildflowers that grew along the path. On the other hand, nature also
reminds Mat of the passage of time and the inevitability of death. He sees
the old trees that have died and fallen, and he thinks about his own
mortality.

Loss and Grief

Loss and grief are central themes in Where The Wild Cherries Grow. Mat
has lost both his father and brother, and he is still struggling to come to
terms with their deaths. He feels a sense of guilt for not being there for
them when they needed him, and he wonders if he could have done more
to prevent their deaths. Mat's grief is compounded by the fact that he has
no one to talk to about it. His mother has remarried and moved on with her
life, and his friends have their own families and problems to deal with.

Resolution and Hope

Despite the themes of loss and grief, Where The Wild Cherries Grow is
ultimately a story of resolution and hope. Mat is able to find solace in the
natural world, and he comes to terms with the deaths of his father and
brother. He realizes that life is full of both joy and sorrow, and that it is
important to cherish the good times while they last. Mat also finds hope in
the next generation. He sees his young daughter playing in the same
woods where he grew up, and he knows that she will create her own happy
memories there.

Where The Wild Cherries Grow is a beautifully written and moving story
that explores the universal themes of nature, memory, loss, and hope.
Wendell Berry's lyrical prose and vivid descriptions of the natural world
create a rich and immersive experience for the reader. This is a story that
will stay with you long after you finish reading it.



Further Reading

= Where The Wild Cherries Grow on Wikipedia
= Where The Wild Cherries Grow on Goodreads

= Where The Wild Cherries Grow on Amazon
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Why Unleashing the Instinct to Play Will Make
Our Children Happier, More Self-Reliant, and
More Successful in Life

Play is an essential part of childhood. It is how children learn about the
world around them, develop their creativity and imagination, and build
social skills. However, in...
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a framework for understanding the causes of health behavior, and it
guides...
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